
Recap

Adverbs give us more information about: 

• Verbs (action or doing words/to show states of being)

• Adjectives (describing words)

• Other adverbs

• Whole clauses

Let’s explore how…



Starter

What other adverbs could you use to say how 
Theseus shouted?

Theseus shouted ________.

TASK: Write down 6 different adverbs you could 
use. 

Adverbs can give us more 
information about verbs (an action, 

doing or state word).

Theseus shouted cheerfully.



Starter

What other adverbs could you use to 
describe how dark the labyrinth is?

The labyrinth is ________ dark.

TASK: Write down 6 different adverbs 
you could use. 

Adverbs can give us more information about adjectives
(describing words).

The labyrinth is extremely dark.



Starter

Adverbs can modify whole clauses.

Quietly, the ship sailed on the sea.

What other adverbs could you use to modify the clause 
‘the ship sailed on the sea’?

TASK: Write down 6 different adverbs you could use. 



Adverbial Phrases

We can also use phrases rather than single adverbs to modify 
clauses. These are called adverbial phrases. Adverbial phrases 

do not usually contain a verb. 

For example:

The minotaur roared with excitement.

The minotaur roared in the labyrinth.

The minotaur roared like a lion.

Can you make your own adverbial phrase to modify this clause?

‘Theseus swung his sword ________________________ .’

TASK: Write down 3 adverbial phrases that you could use.



Fronted Adverbials

This is a complicated name for something very simple!

Sometimes an adverb or adverbial phrase can come before the verb 
instead of after. 

For example:

The minotaur roared in the labyrinth.

Could be changed to:

In the labyrinth, the minotaur roared.

A comma always comes after a fronted adverbial.



We are going to be using adverbs to start sentences that could be used in 
a story about Theseus and the Minotaur. 



Examples:

All of a sudden, Ariadne woke up and found that she was all alone on the island.
Yearly, the cruel King Minos fed seven boys and seven girls to the Minotaur. 
In the distance, King Minos could see the sails of the Athenian ship coming closer.
Frantically, Theseus fumbled to find the end of the string in the vast darkness.
Out of breath, the Minotaur stumbled over his heavy hooves.


